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A Quarterly Update From Vinton Unlimited September 2015 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Monday, Sept 21 

After Hours hosted by 

Benton Co Historical 

Society @ Horridge 

House - - - 4-6pm 
 

Thursday, Oct 1 

Community Affairs 

Committee Meeting 

Friday, Oct 2 

Business Promotions 

Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, Oct 13 

After Hours hosted by 

Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church  - - 4:30-6:30pm 
 

Thursday, Nov 5 

Community Affairs 

Committee Meeting 

After Hours @ Virginia 

Gay Hospital - Time TBD 

Friday, Nov 6 

Business Promotions 

Committee Meeting 

Thursday, Nov 19 

Holiday Parade & Tree 

Lighting 

Sunday, Nov 22 

Holiday Open House 

From the Director Desk 

S 
ummer has come and gone and I am able to take a second to catch my 
breath! July and August proved to the busiest months for me this year.  

Summer, for Vinton Unlimited, meant our annual golf tournament, summer 
concerts in Celebration Park, RAGBRAI, the Benton County Fair and 

Boom-Fest and Boomtown to wrap up August.  

RAGBRAI provided an exciting challenge that I was eager to conquer. The day 
took an immense amount of planning but it was well worth it. I was lucky enough to 
enlist the help of Matt Salger, Nathan Hesson, Jeff Peterson and Matt Phippen. 
They had all been around when RAGBRAI rolled through in 2012 and were able to 
give me plenty of input. We also were lucky enough to have almost 100 community 
volunteers that helped make the day possible!  

Boom-Fest and Boomtown were an exciting ‘first’ for me as it was the first time I 
was able to experience both events after having moved to Vinton almost 2 years ago. 
The Boom-Fest turnout was great and I am looking forward to adding a few things 
for next year. Boomtown? Where do I even start? It completely lived up to all the 
hype and excitement! Seeing the show from the grandstands was OUTSTANDING 
and a must-see for everyone!  

As I mentioned in the June edition of CC, the membership committee has been 
working on updating our membership structure for 2016. Since then, our board has 
accepted the recommendations and will be rolling out the new structure this fall for 
implementation January 1, 2016. You will be able to pick your level of membership, 
based on various benefits rather than how many employees you have. We believe 
this is the best fit for our members. You can expect to receive a letter along with a 
copy of the new structure in the mail by early October. This will be merely an infor-
mational letter and will give you ample time to review and ask plenty of questions 
before renewing your dues for 2016. I am happy to set up a time to visit with you 
about making the transition and to help determine which level is best for you!  

It is also that time of year that we begin thinking about elections for the Vinton Un-
limited Board of Directors. We have 3 positions that will be open. If you are interest-
ed or wish to learn more about the positions, please give me a call and I would be 
happy to chat with you. More details will be sent out via email in October also.  

 

Melissa Schwan, Director 
melissa@vintonia.org 
472-3955 



Board of Directors 
 

Kristi Storey (‘17)
President 

 

Teresa Meyer (‘15) 
Vice President 

 

Kathy Tranel (‘16) 

Secretary 
 

Jon Clingman (‘15) 

 

Jessy Levy (‘15) 

 

Robin Martin (‘16) 

 

Bob Koenigsfeld (‘16) 
 

Dan LaGrange (‘16) 

 

Matt Johnson (‘17) 

 

Mona Garwood (‘17) 
 

Chris Ward 

City Representative 
 

 

All Board of Director 
meetings are held on 

the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30am at 

Windsor Manor. 
Members are always 
welcome to attend. 

Business Spotlight: Vinton Popcorn Company 
With school back in session, it only seemed appropriate to highlight the Vinton Popcorn 

Company, a Vinton-Shellsburg High School endeavor  

Vinton Unlimited Committee Schedule 
Each VU member is welcomed and encouraged to join one of our five committees 

Contact the VU Office for more information and details   

Community Affairs - 1st Thursday of each month - Noon @ City Hall 

Business Promotions - 1st Friday of each month - Noon @ City Hall 

Destination Vinton - As needed @ Iowa Land Management 

Membership - 3rd Monday of each month - 4:00pm @ City Hall 

Industry & Business Development (BOG) - 3rd Wednesday of each month - 6:30pm @ City Hall 

Looking to get 

involved? Join a 

committee!  

The Vinton Popcorn Story begins with a small town Iowa business that made it’s mark nationally 

back in the 1970s and 1980s. While successful during that time, economic factors lead the business 

to close in the early 1990s. Fast-forward several decades and the Vinton Popcorn Company is back!  

Talk of bringing the Vinton Popcorn Company back to life all began at an Industry & Development 

(BOG) meeting one night in early 2011. The discussion seemed to focus on entrepreneurs which 

ended up leading to the question of whether the Vinton-Shellsburg students could act as 

entrepreneurs and revive the Vinton Popcorn Company.  The BOG group all knew, probably too 

well, of the trials and tribulations of starting a business. How was this going to be funded? What 

would the school think of the idea? Could the business even survive this way? All questions that 

needed answers. Over the next several months, a study was conducted by students at the University 

of Iowa and it was determined that the re-opening the business was “both feasible and economically 

viable.” The Vinton-Shellsburg school was excited about the opportunity to develop this exciting 

partnership with the community. Work continued to develop a curriculum and the funds were 

raised by locals interested in helping provide this unique opportunity for the students.  

The business rolled out with the 2012-2013 school year and faced some ups and downs during that 

time. Fast forward again to the 2015-2016 school year, teacher Mr. Aric Chvala couldn’t be happier 

with the lessons learned in the Entrepreneurship class that operates the Vinton Popcorn Company.  

The Entrepreneurship class is open to Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors. Work done by the students 

encompasses the fields of management, HR development, marketing, production, sales and 

accounting. What happens in the business are all ideas of the class which allows for the opportunity 

to learn from mistakes as well :)  

The Vinton Popcorn Company has been able to celebrate some milestones in the recent months 

including presenting the VPC at the State Capitol, selling popcorn in all 50 states  and having the 

Palace Theater, the Benton County Speedway & the VS Boosters pop their popcorn. 

Each month, the students prepare financial statements and make a brief presentation to the VPC 

Board of Directors before having the opportunity to ask questions of the advisory board. The Board 

is comprised of local bankers, investors, businessmen & entrepreneurs.  

The Vinton Popcorn Company offers microwavable packages as well as bulk kernels. Besides 

purchasing the product in various Vinton businesses, online ordering is also available on their 

website.  

For more information and details, check out their website at http://vintonpopcornproject.org/ or 

follow them on their Facebook page - Vinton Popcorn 

 

Are you interested in having your business ‘in the spotlight’ in upcoming 

editions of Community Connection? If so, contact the VU office.  


